WA Rep Roz Robinson General Manager Cat Haven 

Status of the Cat Bill in WA.

Once again, I would like to thank the AWL of Qld. for giving me the opportunity to speak at this year’s Summit on the status of the Cat Bill in WA and progressing the G2Z movement nationally.

For those of you who weren’t here two years ago, and as a refresher for those who were here, I just want to give an overview of how we are  in the position of having, arguably, the most comprehensive cat laws in Australia.
It really goes back to 3 years ago when our local member of state Parliament and new elected Premier Colin Barnett came down to Cat Haven to open our Open Day-or Wet Nose day as we aptly call it. 
 I passionately believe that once you get politicians into a shelter, to see for themselves the day in day out operations, then you are half way there, and as a visit is worth a thousand words!
This is where luck started to come into it   Mr Barnett‘s visit coincided with him returning from Canberra from a CHOGM meeting very late the night before. Being the only liberal premier, and this being his first CHOGM meeting since being elected, the media pack came down in numbers to Cat Haven to interview him.
 Because he was at our facility for the recording of the interviews, he was asked, what he thought about compulsory sterilisation of cats, and he agreed with. This went to air on all TV news bulletins that night, and appeared in the printed press the following day.
That was our green light. We started a letter writing campaign, via our members, applauding his stance and congratulating him for his opinion on compulsory sterilisation.
 
Our volunteer PR and Media Spokesperson, Jess Reid, started a campaign  of writing to all state members of Parliament irrespective of political persuasion, and inviting them down to Cat Haven for a tour of the facilities- including our euthanasia room and we had a very good response- with the majority of them having no idea of the work we do. We wanted to gain bipartisan support in state Parliament-and make sure that cat welfare didn’t miss out because of party politics and opposition for the sake of it. 
G2Z movement believes that you need to get a sympathetic politician on board- -such as Clover Moore in NSW-and that’s what we were fortunate to have in WA. A very sympathetic liberal MP by the name of Joe Francis was appointed by the Premier to look at cat laws.

This wasn’t the first time WA had put cat laws on the agenda- it had been attempted once in the past as a private members bill in 2003 by Greens Giz Watson – it got nowhere.  Now we had the State Government looking at it via the Minister for Local Government, John Castrilli’s  office, but spearheaded by passion animal lover Joe. 
The Minister’s office arranged a meeting with all major stake holders including the AVA, Councils, and other animal welfare groups, early in 2010- where it was obvious that it was a hot topic, and with feelings running high and passion debate. It seems everyone agrees there is a cat problem in WA , but no one wanted to take it on! Don’t you love democracy!
From there it all went quiet until July last year, when John Castrilli’s office arranged for the Minister to come to Cat Haven, to launch the discussion paper for the cat bill. Major stakeholders, as well as the community large, were asked to put in submissions to the Minister’s Office.  An astounding 591, were received, with the majority overwhelming supporting  cat laws.
We were lead to believe that the bill would be drafted and tabled in Parliament by the end of 2010- 2010 come and went- nothing
We then were lead to believe that it would be before March 2011...same again- nothing. 
Now for those of you who believe WA stands for wait a while-I can confirm this is true! We waited a while longer and at long last, the bill had its first and second in state Parliament July this year. 
I’ve brought along a number of copies for those of you who love the detail! But the essential part of the bill is:-
Every cat 6 months and over has to be:-
· Sterilised – with compulsory tattooing- only exemptions are for registered breeders and where a vet surgeon deems, in writing, that an unsterilised cat is at risk medically to undergo a GA.
· Microchipped
· Registered
We believe the big win is all cats must be sterilised -  at one stage it appeared that it would be only cats born after the date of the legislation’s introduction-which would have made policing of the matter extremely hard.
The big lost is the age- 6 months- we had hoped for 3 months- but obviously the AVA is a more powerful lobby group than animal welfare is – still doesn’t stop me arguing the point every time I meet their ex-President!
It will be up to each local authority to administer- and it will be left up to them to introduce further by-laws such as curfews and the limitation on the number of cats owned per household, should they wish. 

I believe this is just the beginning for Cat Haven and not the end of the road! 
We have a lot of work to do before the laws are fully effective. I hope you don’t mind if I run through our strategies – and would welcome anyone else’s- this is a new ball game for us. 
Sadly, some of the biggest critics of the cat bill are fringe cat welfare groups in WA , claiming that the laws wouldn’t work,  citing such issues as the increase in surrenders to shelters in the ACT when laws were introduced there.  That couldn’t happen in WA-there’s only one “Open Admission” shelter in the state for cats-us! Another issue for them is the cost to the financially disadvantaged in paying for desexing and chipping. 

As part of the NDN’s national desexing month, we introduced the “Snip and Chip” offer - $85......this has succeeded in getting the numbers in, (200+ so far) where others have failed-why the success this time? The fee has to be paid at the time of booking-with no refunds for “no shows” . A  bit like all the Jet star tickets the delegates here came on! We believe this is affordable- bearing in mind that it is a one of cost for a companion animal with a life expectancy of 20 years.
We will continue to sell our “Snip and Chip” vouchers to two Pet Shops in hot spot area- ensuring that all kittens sold this season will not be producing off spring next season!
We will continue this through the 18 months- we will raise the cost to $100-but this again is affordable. 
We have had our first meeting with other WA Cat Welfare groups including Cat Alliance of Australia, only last week, to bring us together to make sure these laws WILL work, and to kick start the G2Z in WA. 
I understand that one of the issues is getting sterilisation out to the people who need it- with only 56 vouchers out of 450 used when the AWL of Qld targeted low cost desexing some time ago. 
Probably our most successful strategy in this area has been through the hard work of our dedicated trustee and volunteer Del Zimmermann, who despite being a very busy senior lawyer heading a team under her, still manages to buy our WA selling paper, Quokka at 6.00am on a Thursday morning when it comes out. It’s free to advertise in this – hence the free kittens in the paper. Del, rings to try getting the kittens surrendered to us, and get the mum sterilised. Del is here as a delegate- and I just have to acknowledge her dedication and commitment in this forum.  If any of you have the same type of issues, I suggest you corner Del and pick her brains!
Some of the owners aren’t the most reliable to show up- so Del uses volunteers to pick the cats up. I’ve done a few for her, and to be honest – some of these people can’t control their own fertility let alone the cats!  I believe this is the area of the small group of owners who allow their cats to breed, and who’s kittens end up Pet Shops. 
Councils will have to create pound facilities for cats, and take on the management such as stray and abandoned cats within their duarsitons. I understand the State Government is assisting with the cost of the infrastructure. 
Our major concern is what will happen once cats are taken to council pounds? I understand from an Age newspaper report early this year, that only 1 in 20 cats entering a pound there is re homed. 
One WA council who introduced their own cat laws several years ago and  utilises a private cattery as a pound facility. Their euthanasia rate sits at over 80%. The cats are basically taken there-held for a period of time, then killed at the end of time.

We have discussed with a number of councils in our cat “hot spot” areas, the possibility of taking on their cat management much in the same way as AWL of Qld do on the Gold Coast. Several are interested with outsourcing it to us, and during the next 18 months we need to progress it through.
From our inception, we have advocated compulsory sterilisation. It’s funny, one of our founders who is well into her 80’s, and who has been an advocate for compulsory desexing,  is now concerned that we will have no moggies left to re home when the laws come in. If only! We could all pack up and retire! 
There is no one solution  the cat problem, this is just one facet of it. 
As I have already said, this is just the start for us, on a what will be a rollercoaster of a journey. We will have wins and losses, will make some dreadful mistakes and have some wonder achievements. It will be a big learning curve, not just for us but for Local and State Governments of WA.  We will make friends and lose some over this. But to the critics, all I can say is we have a government prepared to listen, and do something. 
It’s not a perfect bill-it couldn’t be! The Government that keeps all of the people happy all of the time are yet to be elected, anywhere in the world! 
But let’s take what we have been given and make it work, iron out the problems  and cross the inevitable hurdles to ensure we have a blue print on cat laws the rest of the states can embrace and implement.
I hope to report in two years time, the success of it all!













